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Members’ Gardens Tour
In this issue —

In conjunction with our social coffee time
and business meeting at the Grapevine
Convention Center, and in lieu of a speaker,
we will drive to a variety of members’ private gardens. This will be a great opportunity and additional time to enjoy the beautiful
spring gardens selected for the tour. Maps
and instructions will be provided.






Tuesday, April 26, 2022
Social 9:30 a.m.
Business meeting 10:00 a.m.
Grapevine Convention Center
1209 S. Main Street Grapevine
Tours 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
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President’s Message
I’ve been spending quite a bit of time the past couple
months enjoying my grandson’s high school junior varsity
baseball games. It made me think of the expression, “Step
up to the plate”. In baseball that’s moving into position next
to home plate in order to bat. In garden club that’s moving
into position to take on the responsibilities of co-chairing one
of our important projects - our annual spring plant sale!
Annemarie and Cecilia have done such an outstanding job
of heading this up the past 2 years, and now it’s time for
someone else to step up and reap the benefits.
I asked Annemarie to give me a few ideas of what she has liked about being a cochair for the plant sale. When I heard back from her, I decided she had just written
part of my message! Under their leadership the responsibilities have been divided into
10 teams, each team headed up by a lead.
“Cecilia and I have enjoyed this position so much! It’s busy, but manageable. We
support our “leads” wherever we can and love working with them. We try to have fun
- always! We have wonderful, independent, knowledgeable folks who have YEARS
of Plant Sale experience and we defer to them as much as possible – they are the
Experts!” We really just provide encouragement, structure and support as needed. It
has been the most rewarding and treasured community service position ever! Find the
right partner and go for it!” So grab a friend’s hand, and step up to the plate! You’ll
be glad you did!
Sheri Jones, President

Grapevine Garden Club April Garden Tour
The April 26 General Meeting program is our April Garden Tour.
Starting at the Grapevine Convention Center:
9:30 a.m. Activity sign-ups, dues payments, and Ways and Means shopping.
10:00 a.m. Brief business meeting and distribution of maps and descriptions of the
featured gardens.
11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Tour of gardens, lunch along the way (bring your sandwich).
The maps and descriptions will also be available beforehand on the website. Watch
for news in the next Update. Start making your carpooling plans and pray for good
weather!
Submitted by Jacqueline Weilmuenster

April 2022
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Upcoming Events

DID YOU KNOW?
As noted each year on the yearbook title page, the zinnia remains
GGC's official flower and the redbud is the club's official tree.

Submitted by Joetta King
April 2022
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Gorgeous Plants Ready
For Your Home and
Garden

Join us for the GGC Plant Sale
Saturday, April 23rd
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Please volunteer, shop (invite friends and neighbors)
and support our scholarship and civic seed programs.
A great big thank you to our Master Gardeners/
Consultants who will be available to answer questions.
Plant Sale Site Schedule (Week Prior to Sale) is on the next page.

Cecilia Mitchell and Annemarie Garlin, Plant Sale Chairs

April 2022
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Gorgeous
Plants Ready
For Your
Home and
Garden, cont.

Plant Sale Site
Schedule
(Week Prior to Sale)
Daily:
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Monday, April 18.
 Trucks go to the largest digs to pick up “team dug” plants.
 Members drop off all tidied, watered outdoor, self-dug
plants at sale site.

Wednesday, April 20.
 Members drop off their tidied, watered, labeled indoor
plants that have been propagated/grown at home.
(We will have extra labels for your use.)
Thanks to all our volunteers…..We can’t do it without you!
Let’s see if we can beat last year’s total - $9,000
We are so grateful to all members!
Cecilia Mitchell and Annemarie Garlin, Plant Sale Co-chairs
April 2022
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NATIVE TEXAS TREE PROJECT
FRIDAY, APRIL 22
After not being allowed to be in the schools for two years because of COVID, the
Grapevine Garden Club will again be presenting its TREE Program to third grade
classrooms. We will be visiting four schools on April 22nd - Timberline, Bransford,
Heritage and Silverlake. We will be talking about the importance of trees,
photosynthesis, native Texas trees and read the book Be A Friend to Trees.
I am needing three more presenters - one at Silverlake at 2:00 p.m., one at
Bransford at 1:00 p.m. and one at Timberline at 9:45 a.m. If you enjoy reading
and talking to children you would enjoy this 30-45 minutes with a class of third
graders. If you are interested please contact Joan Kowalski (Yearbook
p.40). Your help would be appreciated!
Pat Mingus and Joan Kowalski,
Native Texas Tree Project, Co-chairs

District II Convention
The Grapevine Garden Club will be hosting the District II Award Convention on
Thursday, May 12. The program for the convention is a garden tour of Sandra
Bowen’s lovely garden and the GV Botanical Gardens. We will be serving a salad
lunch at the Bessie Mitchell House. The award ceremony starts at 1:00 p.m.
We are asking GGC members to assist the Convention Committee by making either
an Artichoke Salad or fruit salad or three dozen mini muffins. We will provide the
recipes if you provide the ingredients. If you are not a cook, we will need lunch
servers and garden guides. Please support the club by volunteering to help. You can
sign up at the April general meeting or email Cecilia Mitchell (page A-51,
Yearbook).
Linda Krimm and Cecilia Mitchell, Special Projects, Co-chairs
April 2022
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GGC Spring Luncheon

“Spring Garden Birthday Celebration”
Tuesday, May 17
Arrival Social 10:30 a.m.
Lunch 11:00 a.m.
Meeting 11:45 a.m.
Trawick Pavilion at Grapevine Lake
2700 Darren Medlin Trail
You are invited to celebrate a successful Garden Club year at the
Annual Spring Luncheon. Join your gardening friends to celebrate
the installation of the 2022-23 officers and visit with our scholarship
award winners. We ask that you bring your own personal picnic
and we will have a birthday treat for dessert.
Please RSVP to Ella Barber (Yearbook, page A-2).
The event is rain or shine, but if there is REALLY a storm, we will
cancel the event. An email will be sent no later than 8:00 a.m. on
May 17th if the event is to be cancelled.

Ella Barber, Spring Luncheon chair

April 2022

7

grapevinegardenclub.org

Membership

IT’S TIME TO PAY YOUR DUES
Individual Dues: $30
Family Membership: $35
Payment Options:
1. Online: Grapevine Garden Club / Grapevine, Texas/ /
(the password is on page 2 of the yearbook)
2. By check . Bring to GGC meeting, or
mail to:

GGC
P.O. Box 811
Grapevine, TX 76099

3. Bonus: You can pay your dues at the GGC Plant Sale

Did you know the Garden Club’s yearly membership begins in June and ends in
May? The upcoming 2022-2023 garden club year will mark the club’s 90th birthday,
and we have several celebratory events planned. You won’t want to miss this very
special year so be sure to renew your membership as soon as possible. Current
members can pay online at www.grapevinegardenclub.org under the “Member
Access” tab. The password for this section can be found at the bottom of page 2 in
your GGC yearbook. You may also choose to renew your membership in person
while you shop the plant sale on April 23rd. Just stop by the membership table and
don’t forget to show us all the beautiful plants that you have chosen for your
garden! If you are not able to be at the plant sale, you will have another
opportunity to renew your membership in person at the general meeting on April
26th.
Rachel Howe, VP - Membership
April 2022
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April Silver Circle
Honorees
Joan Stewart and
Sylvan Sigler

Joan Stewart, member for 38 years, and Sylvan Sigler, member for 37 years, have
invited us to tour their gardens numerous times. What a contrast in garden styles!
If you would like to have a yard with no lawn to mow and plants that require minimal
watering, the Stewart garden illustrates what is possible! Every square foot of land
around their home is covered with a harmonious combination of hard surfaces and
plant materials that require minimal care. We have gathered at Joan’s greenhouse
for years to prepare our plant specimens for Flowercade and been enchanted by her
collection of roses and perennials. The Stewart garden was featured in one of the
club’s public garden tours that raised money to support civic and scholarship
programs. Any chance she got Joan enjoyed serving as a docent for children’s
groups visiting the GBG. She served on the civic committee during the time when
GGC landscaped the northwest highway medians in 1987 and when Grapevine
became a Tree City USA.
When the iris would be peaking in late April club members could be found in Sylvan
Sigler’s garden to see this colorful display. In fact, we visited her garden 10 times
between 1988 & 2019! Sylvan is an experienced iris grower and delights in sharing the
beauty of her iris garden. It was an excellent opportunity to learn more about the
maintenance and cultivation of iris and she would show us how to cross pollinate an
iris. Sylvan has over 300 differently named cultivars in her iris garden. She has been
growing irises for at least 60 years, but she began seriously collecting about 50 years
ago. In 1993, Sylvan joined the Iris Society and was further inspired by attending Iris
National Conventions.
continued

April 2022
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April Silver Circle Honorees
Joan Stewart and Sylvan Sigler, cont.

The listing of their officer and chair responsibilities over the years can’t truly reflect how
involved they have been in the club’s projects and activities. No doubt you were
more likely to see Sylvan digging in the dirt during one of our landscape
beautification projects, but Joan could be counted on for other duties such as being
a contributing author in Reflecting on 75 Years of Dedicated Gardeners with a
history of the club’s scholarship awards.
Volunteering and traveling on tours together has enhanced their friendship! One
unique aspect of their friendship is they share GGC’s 90th year birth year – 1932.
Stewart, Joan – Scholarship 1985-87; Historian 1985-86; Excursions 1987-91; 3rd VP 198889, 1999, 2000; 1st VP 1989-91; Ways and Means 1991-92; President 1992-93; Grapevine
Beautiful 1992-94; Arbor Day 1994-2001; GBG Docent
Sigler, Sylvan – Recording Secretary 1986-87; Publicity 1987-88 & 1991-92; Treasurer
1988-90; Budget 1989-90; Corresponding Secretary 1990-91; 1st VP 1992-93;
Photographer 1993-95; Flowercade 1994-1998; President 1999
The GGC Executive Committee recommends that Joan Stewart and Sylvan
Sigler receive honorary life membership in the Grapevine Garden Club. This
recommendation will be presented at the April general meeting and may be
approved by a majority vote of the voting members present.
(See Bylaws 4.01 for definition of honorary life membership)
Submitted by Joetta King
April 2022
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How Flowercade Blossomed
Celebrating 90th Year of Gardening & Showing Horticulture
The year was 1932. The Grapevine Garden Club purchased twelve ounces of giant
zinnia seeds from a store in Dallas - Nicholson’s. The seed was handed over to the
Austin Drug Store in Grapevine with instructions to distribute the seed to the public
for free. The only condition was that the recipient agrees to enter one or more of
the flowers grown from the seed in a horticultural show which was to be held at the
public library. The emphasis of that year’s show was horticultural specimens with 43
exhibits of zinnia’s along with 69 mixed flower entries.
Those free seeds from GGC blossomed into an annual flower show. Staging a flower show is a major project involving extensive preparation! As members’ interest
shifted more toward supporting community beautification projects and scholarship
programs, the desire to schedule a flower show diminished and the last flower show
sponsored by GGC was held in April 1985.
Instead, our members may participate in Flowercade, sponsored by the Garden
Club Council of Fort Worth and held every spring at the Moncrief Garden Center at
the Fort Worth Botanic Garden. Members enter horticultural specimens of flowers,
foliage, or potted plants or enter design classes for judging and eagerly vie for the
attractive ribbon awards.
In 2019 Flowercade had 16 classes of horticultural specimens on display. The show
featured divisions in design, education, botanical arts and photography. In 2020
and 2021 Flowercade failed to bloom due to health concerns from Covid.

Peggy Harris, 2007

April 2022

11

Awards for 2019

grapevinegardenclub.org

How Flowercade Blossomed, cont.
This year Flowercade rebloomed in early April with the theme “Color Your World”
and featured horticulture specimens along with educational exhibits. GGC sponsored a monarch butterfly exhibit and a recycle compost exhibit that were thoroughly enjoyed by both children and adult attendees. Sixteen members entered 44
horticulture specimens. GGC members won the following awards: the Horticultural
Excellence Award, two “Award of Merit”, one “Arboreal Award”, thirteen “Blue Ribbons”, nine “Red Ribbons” and six “Honorable Mentions”.
Flowercade Fun Facts – Since 2011 GGC had over 230 participants who volunteered over 250 hours of service; received over 30 “Special Show Awards”; won
over 350 “Blue Ribbons”, 200 “Red Ribbons”, 80 “Yellow Ribbons” and 75 “White Ribbons”.
Staging a flower show is a major undertaking involving hours of extensive preparation by many dedicated volunteers. All this effort blooms into a wonderful social
event, allowing attendees to view the plants and flowers that have thrived in others’ gardens. It provides a special time of joy and learning and an opportunity to
share the passion of gardening.

Linda Krimm and Sarah Erickson, 2007

Debbie Smith, Flowercade chair

April 2022
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Seed and Plant Exchange Table
It’s Seed Planting time! View our seed catalog on the
GGC website, then pick some up from the Seed and
Plant Exchange table at the general meetings. These
are seeds from members’ own plants, so they are
guaranteed to thrive in this area.
Tips and advice are available in the catalog, and you’ll
find our spot next to the Master Gardeners table for
further information.
An example of the type of information in the
GGC website’s Seed Catalog:

Jacqueline Weilmuenster, Ninfa Gonzales. Seed & Exchange Co-chairs

Open Committee Chair Positions for June 2022-June 2023
It is time for some members to step down from their current positions on the board,
(and possibly move to a new one) and new members to step up. This is your opportunity to become more involved, meet new friends, and take on new challenges. If
you think something sounds interesting go to pages 7-14 in your yearbook. You will
find the person who currently holds the position and a brief job description. Give
them a call. If we still have your attention we can provide you with a Task List for
that position. Grab a friend as a co-chair! Contact Sheri Jones. Let’s work together!
Gardens on View / Open Gardens
Open positions:

Spring Plant Sale
Workshops
Flowercade
Sheri Jones, President

April 2022
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Scholarship News

In March, the GGC Scholarship Committee (Kathryn Armstrong, Hildy Chanter, Liz
Lovett, Joan Kowalski, Jacquelyn Weilmuenster and Karen Stephenson) met and
reviewed six applications. Of the six, the committee picked three qualified students.
They will each receive $2,000.00 for the 2022-23 school year.

Otto Crouch has been a previous recipient and is still going strong with his studies at
Warren Wilson College in North Carolina. His focus is Environmental Studies with a
concentration in Conservation and Society and a minor in Outdoor Leadership. One
class completed was Forest Biology where he learned to identify around eighty trees
by their Latin name. He is hoping for an internship with a national park soon. Otto is
the son of Sarah and Matt Crouch.

Jordan Losack is a senior at Colleyville Heritage High School. She is the daughter of
Angie Losack. Jordan was named Colleyville Chamber of Commerce 2022 Youth of
the Year. She is also on CHHS Student Council and Student Body President as well as
being involved in various extracurricular activities. She will attend the Texas A&M
University in the fall and plans to major in Plant and Animal Science.

Phoebe Pollock is a senior at Grapevine High School. She is the daughter of Shelly
and Caleb Pollock. Phoebe has been involved in GHS Ecology Club, STEM/National
Honor Society, GHS Theatre among other activities. She will attend Utah State
University and plans to major in Landscape Architecture.

The scholarship recipients will be honored at our Spring Luncheon on May 17th.
Please congratulate them and talk to them about their achievements and their
future plans.

Karen Stephenson, Scholarship chair

April 2022
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In Memory of
Paul Ernst and
Anne Hogue

Several new gardening books have been donated by GGC to the
Grapevine Library in memory of members Paul Ernst and Anne
Hogue.
Wild Edible Plants of Texas, Vol I and II by Charles Kane
The School Garden Curriculum by Kaci Rae Christopher
Grow Great Vegetables in Texas by Trisha Shirey
The Garden Classroom by Cathy James

Terry Curcio, Outreach chair
April 2022
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Honoring the Memory of Linda Barraclough
Workday at the Grapevine Botanic Gardens

April 2022
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Ways & Means

Do you need a GGC T-Shirt for the plant sale? Order it now via the online store. We
can hand it to you at the plant sale, or you can pick it up at my home.
The Gardeners Corner will have a table at the plant sale, selling garden supplies,
reference booklets, and other items (but not apparel.)
You have one last brief chance to shop Gardeners Corner before summer. At the
April general meeting we will have our tables displayed for just one hour, before
everyone heads out to the various gardens. We will not have a table at the May
Luncheon.
We've had some very good sales so far this year, and hope you stop by and shop!
Thank you all

Alex Evans, Ways and Means Chair

Facebook
Our featured request for the Grapevine Garden Club Facebook page for April is to
send in a picture of your favorite sun plant. Please name it and give any important
information about its care. You may submit your entry by contacting Miriam Ward;
her contact information is in the yearbook.
Thanks!

Miriam Ward, Facebook Chair

April 2022

17

grapevinegardenclub.org

Gardeners on the Go
Jacksons Home & Garden
Tuesday, May 10
Dallas, TX

Join us on Tuesday, May 10, as we visit an outstanding nursery in Dallas, Jacksons
Home and Garden. We will be given an overview and history of the nursery. Our
group will then have the opportunity to shop both a large selection of nursery items
as well as an extensive collection of gift and indoor items. Discounts will be given
the day of the visit. We will be lunching afterwards at a nearby restaurant Celebrations. Carpools for this trip will be organized. More details to follow. Sign up
at the April general meeting.
Kathryn Armstrong and Liz Lovett, GOG co-chairs

Echo Springs Blueberry Farm
Friday, June 3
Murchison, TX
Gardeners on the Go will be taking a trip to Echo Springs Blueberry Farm where we
will pick our own blueberries right off the bushes and shop the country store for local
jams, honeys, and baked goods made with their own delicious blueberries! The trip
will take place on June 3rd. We will meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Grapevine Botanical
Garden parking lot and plan to arrive at the blueberry farm in Murchison, TX around
10:30 a.m. Picking berries can work up quite an appetite so we will stop at a local
restaurant - El Presidente - for lunch before returning to Grapevine around 4:00 p.m.
We will be organizing a carpool so that members who cannot or do not wish to drive
are welcome to ride with others. The farm encourages their guests to wear
comfortable, closed toe shoes and bring appropriate sun protection gear (hats,
lotion, etc). More information and pricing can be found at
www.echospringsblueberryfarm.com. You can sign up for this trip at the next garden
club meeting April 26th or by contacting Rachel Howe (page A-34, Yearbook) We
hope to see you at the blueberry farm!
Submitted by Rachel Howe
April 2022
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WEST TEXAS STREET WORKDAY
April 12 at 9:00 a.m.
We will be planting our seasonal color of zinnias, impatiens, and begonias, generally
doing a little cleanup of weeding and spreading a little mulch. We invite you to come
join in on the fun and get to know some of your fellow gardeners.
After we have worked hard, we can all go up to Jakes on Main Street in Grapevine
and have some lunch and talk about how hard we have worked in our own yards. It’s
always a good time to come have fun with your gardening buddies and meet some
new folks.
If you have not signed up and would like to, please contact me – I’m in the book. See
you there!! Happy Digging,

Suzi Guckel, Chair and Dedicated Co-chairs Irene Binyon, Laurie Evans,
Bruce Herndon, Joe Krimm, Lefty Mitchell, Paula Wilbanks, Co-Chairs

90th Anniversary Celebration

Submitted by Jacqueline Weilmuenster

April 2022
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Great plans are in the works to
celebrate the nine decades of
Grapevine Garden Club’s fun,
fellowship, service, learning, and
wonderful members! Mark your
calendars for the BIG PARTY on
September 27, 2022, at the
Grapevine Convention Center.
The Refreshments and Decoration
chairs will have a sign-up table at
our next two general meetings for
volunteers. Enjoy the Memories
articles and the Did You Know
inserts in the newsletters and
updates throughout this year.
And, by the way, did you know
that the official GGC flower is the
zinnia? Come pick up some zinnia
seeds at the Seed and Plant table
to grow some for the Big Party!
grapevinegardenclub.org
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