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President’s Message

I know I am tired of wearing masks and being vigilant as I limit my contacts. So at this
time of the year, I am reminding myself to have a grateful heart! I am starting a list of
things I am thankful for. Please feel free to add to my list!
I am thankful for:
The change back to Central Standard Time.
The beauty of a fall garden—the flowers that bloom with especially vivid colors to match
the glowing leaves on the trees—not to mention the GGC members who shared their
fall gardens with us. (See Joetta King’s article in this issue.)
The native plants we have added to our gardens to provide winter sustenance for our
migratory visitors. (See photo below. These summer echinacea flowers will provide a
vital food supply if we resist the temptation to deadhead them prior to mid-February!)
The resilience and determination of our GGC members who refuse to just hunker down,
but instead remain active and involved in clearly innovative ways.
The technology that enables us to continue to interact with family and friends with whom
we cannot yet exchange heart-felt hugs and kisses.
As COVID-19 begins to touch our families, I am thankful for the growing knowledge and
skills of our medical professionals.
Dinah Chancellor

American Goldfinch in mating plumage anticipating a seed source for winter
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GRACE Giving Plan
Due to COVID-19, GGC will not be hosting our annual Holiday Luncheon. For many years, GGC has
donated to GRACE during our Holiday Luncheon.
If you are new to GGC, GRACE is a Grapevine, Texas, based nonprofit relief agency which provides
food, clothing, financial assistance, transitional housing and other vital necessities to people who are
struggling with a limited income or recent emergency. The philosophy of GRACE is that encouraging
self-sufficiency will, in turn, encourage community cohesiveness. Compassion and assistance are offered
as a response to God’s grace by local churches in partnership with municipalities, businesses, civic
organizations and individuals. Website: https://www.gracegrapevine.org

In lieu of our Holiday Luncheon, we are asking members to consider donating their luncheon fee to
GRACE. Donations can be made three ways:
1.) On our GGC website by credit card.
2.) Make out check to GRACE and mail to: GGC, PO BOX 811, Grapevine 76099.
3.) In person “Drive-by” in the parking lot at the Grapevine Botanical Gardens between 11:00 a.m. and
2:00 p.m. on December 11th and 12th. Donate and pick up a Goody Bag.
Thank you GGC Members!
Coral Gates and Margaret Meharg
Holiday Coffee Klatch
On December 15th, mark your calendars for a Holiday Coffee Klatch on Zoom from,10:00 a.m. – noon
where the amount of the GRACE donations will be announced! More information will be coming about
the Coffee Klatch—so stay tuned!
Dinah Chancellor

November Garden Things To Do
Garden Tips for November...
Lawn & Turf NO SCALPI:NG until Spring!
Fertilize cool-season grasses like fescue with 1 pound nitrogen
per 1000 sq. ft.
Continue to mow fescue as needed at 2 inches and water during dry
conditions.
Control broadleaf winter weeds like dandelions.
Keep falling leaves off fescue to avoid damage to the foliage.

Tree & Shrub
Prune deciduous trees in early part of winter. Prune only for structural and safety purposes.
Wrap young, thin-barked trees with a commercial protective material to prevent winter sunscald.
Apply dormant oil for scale infested trees and shrubs before temperatures fall below 40 degrees F. Follow label directions.
Continue to plant balled, burlapped and containerized trees.
Watch for arborvitae aphids, which tolerate cooler temperatures in evergreen shrubs.
Flowers
Tulips can still be successfully planted through the middle of November.
Leave foliage on asparagus, mums, and other perennials to help insulate crowns from harsh winter conditions.
Bulbs like hyacinth, narcissus and tulip can be potted in containers for indoor forcing.
Fruits & Nuts
Delay pruning fruit trees until next February or March before bud break.
Harvest pecans and walnuts immediately to eliminate deterioration of the kernel.

Miscellaneous
Leftover garden seeds can be stored in an airtight container in the refrigerator or freezer until next planting season. Discard
seeds over 3 years old.
Gather and shred leaves. Add to compost, use as mulch or till into garden plots.
Clean and store garden and landscape tools. Coat with a light application of oil to prevent rusting. Drain fuel tanks, irrigation
lines, and hoses. Bring hoses indoors.

Submitted by Coral Gates
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Please refer to GGC’s website for full calendar of club events.
http://grapevinegardenclub.org/calendar

Scholarship Fundraiser: Garden Art Birdhouses – 2016-2020
Fortunately, we have a lot of members who enjoy
drinking wine and graciously donated wine corks
to Ed King to build decorative birdhouses. Ed
calculated that it takes 150 wine corks to build a
birdhouse. That’s a lot of wine drinking! Since
some buyers preferred to showcase their
birdhouse on a patio table rather than on a tree
limb, A.C. Urbanosky created metal stands for the
birdhouses. Through these combined efforts on the birdhouse project, the scholarship
fund was enriched by approximately $3,000. Ed has ceased building the birdhouses,
but there are a few left and they can be purchased through the GGC online store. He
has bagged unused corks (100 per bag) and if you are interested in these contact him
by email (Yearbook - A 40). They are free to GGC members.
Submitted by Joetta King
Ed and Joetta King

Ed King with
Joan Stewart

Ways and Means
Our Online store is still up and running for your gardening needs!
Please take a look as we have 3 new items, including two that have been made
especially for us. Also check out the lavender products, tools, and gloves which would
all make interesting and practical Christmas gifts.
Our new items include:

Binders for the yearbooks . These are $5
Cloth covers for binders made by Evelyn Urbanosky, GGC member - also $5
Garden-themed facemasks, also made by Evelyn Urbanosky are a bargain at $5 as well.
If you spend $20 or more, you’ll receive “Twine in a Can” FREE, which is a $5 value.
Alexandra Evans, Ways & Means
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October Open Gardens
The Open Garden events in October offered an interesting contrast in style. The King garden was
located on a typical urban sized property in contrast to the Stutsman’s larger rural feeling property.
Hopefully you were able to view plants in both gardens that are suitable for your own landscape. Plants
that will grow in shady and sunny areas and that are appropriate for the size of your property.
Wanda mentioned that blooming plants grown in Texas seem to have blooms that last about one
week…maybe two if the weather is cooperative. In her 10 years of gardening at the Keller estate, she
has thoughtfully planned for continuous bloom throughout the garden using plants that bloom at
different times. For example, she has a large collection of iris that will be in full bloom in April.
Following their bloom, her daylilies provide gorgeous color in May. Not depending on just blooming
shrubs, trees and perennials for garden color, she has incorporated plants with great foliage color such as
the beautiful fall foliage of Japanese maples.
Unfortunately several days of rain kept us from visiting on the second October date at Wanda’s, but
she has graciously offered to host either a spring or fall Open Garden Event in 2021. There is much to
learn from Wanda who is both a Texas Master Gardener and Citizen Forester!
I didn’t get to tour Wanda’s garden, but I’m guessing that it was probably quite different compared to
our smaller garden. As much as I would enjoy including shrubs such as Forsythia and Weigela, shrubs
with a smaller growth habit are preferred such as the ‘Pee Wee’ Oakleaf Hydrangea. Dwarf shrub
varieties work best. The exception being Callicarpia Americana (American beautyberry) which I simply
had to have! However, it is kept in bounds by pruning it to about 18” after a hard freeze so it only
reaches about 4’ instead of 9’. Of all the plants in the garden, this was the plant that seemed to be most
appreciated by tour guests.
Due to memory glitches and ridiculous efforts to plant on top of
dormant perennials and bulbs, I have used garden markers identifying
plants. It helps! But, the label also provides a walk down memory lane of
passalong plants and gifts from friends and family - Dad’s Hinodegiri
Azalea, Joan Stewart’s Prunus Caroliniana (cherry laurel), Ed Pewitt’s
Quercus Shumardii (Shumard red oak).

Garden art in the
King’s garden

Garden club members at
Ed and Joetta King’s
garden
Continued
on page 6
November 2020
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As guests strolled the garden, they mentioned that the addition of garden ornaments such as statues,
fountains, and other accents personalized and ‘dressed up’ the garden. That’s nice, but did they note
there is a convenient place to sit throughout the garden? Sydney Eddison wrote “Gardens and
gardeners age and change. Why wouldn’t they? The passage of time brings about changes in all living
things, yet old age always takes us by surprise.”
Hopefully your visit with other gardeners and sharing their experience with particular plants was
helpful. Both Wanda and I agree that the interchange with guests was equally productive. Hearing
about guests’ experiences with particular plants offered insight into being a more adventuresome
gardener! Despite my failure to successfully grow Anemone as evidenced by a plant marker in front of
a dying plant, I’m going to improve the soil with compost and try Anemone again. After all, Ella
Barber, Karen Rice and Ginger Jones raved about its growing like wild in their shady gardens.
I encourage you to consider hosting an Open Garden Event in
2021. Dates and times are flexible depending on your schedule
and when your garden is of special interest. It doesn’t have to be
blooming plants. Perhaps your success in vegetable gardening
should be shared. The number of guests can be limited to no
more than 10 at a time if Covid-19 is still an issue. Frankly,
having small groups visit the garden was very enjoyable and
allowed the opportunity to talk with each guest about their
gardening experiences.
Submitted by Joetta King
Perennial flower bed
and garden house at
Wanda Stutsman’s
garden
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Conservation Corner: Palo Pinto Mountains State Park
A new Texas State Park is being developed about 75 miles west of the DFW area
near Strawn, Texas. Land purchased in 2011 will conserve 4,871 acres of former
ranch land and that has been designated Palo Pinto Mountains State Park. The
hilly, rocky terrain is the geologic, angular, west half of the Western Cross
Timbers region. The park is not yet open but includes sheltered canyons,
beautiful vistas and a 90-acre lake.
The site will include an extensive network of multiuse trails for hikers,
mountain bikers and horseback riders. Trails will lead to remote areas of the park
with expansive vistas. On Tucker Lake, you’ll be able to fish, boat, swim and
look for birds. Motorboats will not be allowed, to protect the park’s tranquility.
Campsites will include RV sites, as well as walk-in tent sites and primitive
camping areas. Picnic areas and playgrounds will provide gathering places for
small and large groups. A full visitor center with educational exhibits and
activities will be constructed
Opening a park requires multiple steps and takes several years. Many factors
impact the length of this process, including funding. There is not an opening date
set for this park although current projections are for some time in 2023.
Baseline surveys are the first step. These surveys determine sensitive areas as
well as areas to be developed. The surveys also identify scenic and interesting
places at the site. Guided by the surveys and public input, the design/
development phase for the new state park is almost complete at which time
construction can begin.
Submitted by Karen Rice

Photos courtesy of Texas Parks and Wildlife
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West Texas Street Workday: October 20, 2020
We had a great workday, Tuesday, October 20th at the HUD Housing on West Texas Street in Grapevine! It was a
beautiful, sunny day, and we were all excited about being outside, digging in the dirt. Because of the Covid 19
issues, the City of Grapevine requested that our workforce numbers be kept to four people at each of the complexes
and that we were to wear marks. This was our plan anyway, so we were good to go. In lieu of our usual open sig
nup, I asked the committee co-chairs to select the members of their team so that everyone would all be comfortable
working together. We were short a few folks, so I called upon a few that I knew would fit in perfectly. I just
wanted everyone to feel safe and be able to enjoy the morning. We had a great time.

We weeded, did a general cleanup of the beds after a long hot summer, planted 15 flats of pansies, and spread a
few bag of mulch where it was needed, and completed all this is under 2 hours. Thank you all so much for work
ing so hard and for continuing to support this project these past 16 years. Our team consisted of Robin Pond,
Debbie Boyle, Catriona Noble, Susan Sporl, Pam Braak, Greg Braak, Susan Holly, Ginger Jones, Sheri Jones,
Terry Curcio, Karen Rice, Chuck Voelker, Rene Herndon, and Linda Krimm. I would especially like to thank my
committee members: Paula Wilbanks, Laurie Evans, Irene Binyon, Lefty Mitchell, Bruce Herndon, and Joe
Krimm. I so much appreciate all of you.
We all had a sweet surprise, when one of our residents gifted each of us with a special hand towel. June, our resi
dent, had crocheted the top portion of the towel and added a button so that we can hang it on an oven door or a
drawer handle. It was so thoughtful of June and it was her way of thanking all of us for our hard work. I have
included a picture of June in this article.
Our next workday will be on February 16, 2021. We will just have to see how the year
progresses to know how we will have to handle that work day, when we prune and
cleanup all the beds. Just stay tuned and enjoy all the photos from our workday. And
yes, that is Bruce climbing out of the dumpster and NO, I’m not sure what he was doing
in there. Maybe he dropped the crystal out of his watch!!??
Blessing to all,
Suzi Guckel, Chair West Texas Project
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This article was published in Texas Co-Op Power
magazine and is reprinted in GGC’s newsletter
with the author’s permission.
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Did our October Bat World program
stir your curiosity? You should
check out all the information at batworld.org. Mounting a bat house on
your property is the perfect way to
help bats who need a safe place to
live while protecting your yard from
pesky night-flying insects. However,
not all bat houses are built alike. To
ensure that your bat house is
perfect for your guests, here are
some helpful links:
Free Bat House Plans
Beginner’s Bat House Plans
Bat House Builders Handbook
Ready-made Bat Houses
Mounting Recommendations and
other FAQs

Why Some Bat Houses May Fail
If anyone has experience with
building and maintaining a bat
habitat, please consider offering a
workshop. Contact Wanda
Stutsman to get on the calendar.
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Spring Plant Sale
Our Plant Sale planning and activities have begun! Our current thinking is to hold an outdoor sale requiring
masks and also limiting the number of shoppers at any one time. (Much like the big box stores had last spring
and following CDC guidelines.)
Therefore, we are asking that as you look at your gardens now, please start digging and potting those plants that
would benefit by having extra time to grow. Please let us know what you are planning to dig so that we do not
end up with too many of any plant.
If you need help in the spring, we are planning to make our digging team available beginning in February. We
are again asking that members take care of their own potted plants until the week of the sale on April 24th and
25th.
If you have questions, concerns, or other needs, please email Cecilia Mitchell or Annemarie Garlin. Thank you
for participating; we can’t do it without you!
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Scholarship News
Grapevine Garden Club Scholarship Application deadline is March 1!
Please pass on the following information about our scholarship to a child of yours, a grandchild of yours or a neighbor
who is attending a GCISD school or lives in Grapevine, Texas. We will be awarding a $4000 scholarship in the Spring
to a qualified applicant(s). The scholarship is funded mainly by the Garden Club's Annual Spring Plant Sale. The
purpose of the scholarship is to encourage the study of Horticulture, Floriculture, Landscape Design, Conservation,
Forestry, Botany, Agronomy, Plant Pathology, Environment Management, City Planning or other related subjects.
Scholarships may be awarded to any of the following enrolled with a declared major or minor in horticulture
related subjects:

A graduating Senior residing in the city limits of Grapevine or in the Grapevine-Colleyville School District.
A graduating Senior who is the child or grandchild of a Grapevine Garden Club member.
A scholarship recipient from the previous year.
A college student with a permanent residence in Grapevine or within the Grapevine-Colleyville Independent School
District.
Deadline for accepting scholarship applications is March 1st.
The scholarship committee is looking forward to receiving many applications to review who are pursuing a horticulture
related study. If you know of anyone that fits these descriptions please refer them to our website grapevinegardenclub.org
for more information and an application.
Joan Kowalski, Scholarship Chair

Grapevine Butterfly Flutterby Update:
A special shout out and big thank you to the following members who hosted the weekend shifts at the
Grapevine Visitor Center and butterfly display:
Ginger Jones
Robin Pond
Ella Barber
Wanda Stutsman
Suzi Guckel
Coral Gates
Cecilia Mitchell
Barb Munn
Marylou Brieger
Karen Stephenson

Wall-Farrar Adopt-An-Area – Trail Tidy-up November 23, 2020
Location is the Wall-Farrar Nature Trail Grapevine. Karen Rice is the Coordinator.
Social distancing will be practiced. Pre-Thanksgiving so come share some time with
us! Parking is allowed courtesy of Church at the Cross at 3000 William D Tate Ave,
Grapevine, Texas 76051.
Monday November 23, 2020 – 9 a.m.
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Gardening for Wildlife
There is a tendency for gardeners/birdwatchers to want to clean up gardens before the real
cold weather sets in for the winter duration. The first action is to "deadhead" all the old
dry seed heads remaining from what was anthropogenically beautiful with flowers. But
beautiful to our winter birds is a yard filled with seed heads of diversified plants that may
be survival rations. Along the trails, it is the indigenous seed heads that birds will prefer
for almost two weeks before having to settle for your backyard feeders.

Always leave suitable dried flower heads available to the birds at least into late February
when you start cleaning for spring gardens. Have you noticed the glaring non-sequitur of
how pristine we keep our city parks without any seed heads and yet call them "natural
green spaces"?
This past week while in the Hill Country, I found a whole flock of Lesser Goldfinches in
dulging on Cowpen Daisy seed heads. Had these been deadheaded, the birds would have
had to move to a second source. No Problem? Yes, it really is. Ecologically, the birds will
always go for the best energy source first. Then when that is gone they have to seek foods
of lesser energy potential decreasing their chances of survival. It is then that they must
adapt, migrate, or die. The golden rule; never be in a rush to deadhead the natural food
supply of seeds.
Submitted by Ray Chancellor

Lesser Goldfinch gorging on
seed heads of cowpen daisies

Garden Tool Workshop: Only 4 slots left

The workshop will discuss garden tools: How to select the right one, how to use them properly and take
care of them. Discussion about 15 - 20 minutes.
A selection of various tools will be available to examine and evaluate for ease of use. The last part of the
workshop is about how to sharpen tools both manually and using other methods. You can bring a tool
that can be sharpened at the workshop. The tools should be pruners, clippers, loppers, diggers, but not
scissors or knives.
Karen Rice and Chuck Voelker’s Driveway (Address in GGC yearbook)
Thursday, November 12th 1:30 to 2:45 p.m. 4 slots left
RSVP Today to Wanda Stutsman to reserve your spot.
November 2020
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My Favorite Plants: Large Leafed Plants for the Shade
Like many gardeners in our area, my backyard is under the shade of post oaks but gets a blast of hot late afternoon sun in the
summer. I had read numerous times that the secret to a shady garden is a variety of size, color and texture of your green
plants. When I looked at my beds a few years ago I pretty much only saw plants with small leaves with no shine and some
grassy ones. For some time I had felt some discomfort with using large tropical looking plants, after all I grew up in Colora
do, not Florida. But I have become a convert. Large glossy leafed plants add lots of contrast and give a sense of energy to a
planting. We have several tropical looking plants that grow here in our area that look like they might be delicate and not
winter hardy but they are tough and a great addition to a Grapevine area garden. Mine survive on the normal twice a week
watering regime.

My favorite new plant is the Giant Farfugium. I love to say that name every time I look at
it. It is evergreen, has a rather odd yellow bloom in early winter and grows to about 2 ½ - 3
feet tall. Mine droops in the late afternoon during the summer because of the late west sun
but then perks back up.

Farfugium japonicum var. giganteum or Giant Leopard Plant with some yellow sedum and
variegated sedge
Fatsia japonica or Japanese Aralia can have some winter
damage but adds a nice tropical look with no trouble. It
may reach about 4 feet tall or more. It looks like a house
plant but is actually quite robust. Imagine this photo with
out the Aralia. We’d be left with lots of small leaves with
no pop. We planted a couple Aralias recently on West
Texas Street to add some interest to the house with deep
shade.

Acanthus or Bear’s Breeches. This is a spectacular plant but
mine suffers in the summer from not enough water and too
much late west afternoon sun. It has some bad months and
then returns faithfully. In a moister spot on the east side would
be ideal. I planted a pup in a large container some years ago
and it is now about 2 feet tall and does not suffer in the sum
mer.
My latest addition is an upright
elephant ear, Alocasia, which I
bought as a bulb from Marshall
Grain. It had a total of 4
leaves this year but I’m hoping
that it will grow larger and
larger each year. My plan is to
mulch it heavily for the winter
and enjoy it again next year.
Happy shade gardening
to you all.
Pam Braak
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